
 

Town of Blenheim Town Board Meeting Minutes 
 

The following are the town board meeting minutes for the Town Board meeting held on April 1, 2026, at Blenheim Town 

Hall.  Meeting commenced at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Supervisor Don Airey                                                        Council Member Renee Grabowski 

Council Member Chester Keyser                                    Council Member Carolee Russell 

Highway Superintendent Andy Graves                          Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch  

 

Motion was made to approve March Meeting Minutes by Council Member Chester Keyser; 2nd by Council Member 

Carolee Russell; so moved. 

 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Don Airey 

• There will possibly be an update for Blenheim Hill Farm project next month.  

• Depot Lane, Old County Jail (PSF) CSD Supportive Housing Project is 60-unit building in Schoharie Village. A contract 

has been signed with the County. Informational meeting with the Mayor and the Village has been conducted. Another 

Planning Board meeting with CSD is scheduled for 4/22/2026. 

•  As a reminder that Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch is Point of Contact for Enterprise Pipeline communications. 

• New Truck delivery expected in April. 

• Don was on a con-call with NYC DEP, , County OES, Homeland Defense and others after years of effort that a live video 

feed camera for the Gilboa dam for 24/7, 365 live video feed will be installed as soon as Homeland Defense Mutual 

Link details are finalized. 

• Annual NYPA June payment to Blenheim will be $250,000 and in July/August an additional AGR payment of $213,000 

will be made to the Town of Blenheim per the terms of the NYPA/Blenheim-Gilboa settlement. 

• Supervisor along with the County Hydro Resource Committee is pursuing replacement of the Flood Warning Siren 

System along Route 30.  The original system specs have been located and will be forwarded to DEP for their 

consideration on replacement/upgrade. 

• Sent letter of support responding to the Western Catskills Community Revitalization Council, Inc. for a replacement 

modular home in accordance with Town zoning regulations.  

• County Board of Supervisors have been appealing to the State & Governor Hochul, seeking a better tax rate on the 

Wind and Solar Installations.  Official Comments regarding the appraisal calculation were sent to the NYS Department 

of Taxation and Finance. 

• Quote received for the painting, repair and a roof over top of the Blenheim Veterans Honor Roll Sign that the R.A.R.E. 

committee had suggested. Motion was made by Council Member Chester Keyser; 2nd by Council Member Carolee 

Russell; so moved. To have Lenney’s Painting proceed with the project cost of $2,700 to repair, paint and install a roof 

on the Blenheim Honor Roll Sign.  Also quoted was painting of the interior of the Hitchcock Building.   Quote was 

$5,840 for the Post Office section and $8,980 for the EMS portion.   To be discussed by Town Board. 

• Resolution 26 was offered by Supervisor Airey.  Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch made motion to accept; 2nd by 

Council Member Carolee Russell; so moved to secure a Statutory Investment Bond with Greene County Commercial 

Bank in the amount $180,000 at 3.95% interest rate for 10 years to finance the new 2026 Freightliner AWD 10-wheel 

dump / plow truck. 

• County Soil & Water Committees were very proud of the project work Superintendent Andy Graves did on Cole Hollow 

Road. Thank you Andy and the Highway crew – Gary & Chris. 

• Property owner on Tae Kwon Road inquired about changing the name of the road to Apple Ridge Road. This is a private 

road, and Supervisor Airey gave them where to start inquiring about the process and will follow-up. 



• Don Palmar has been picking up trash around the town’s roadways. Supervisor Airey would like to give a big thank you 

for all his hard work in keeping our roadways looking clean. 

• Motion was made by Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch; 2nd by Council Member Chester Keyser; so moved to 

execute the NYPA Pilot agreement of putting the property that is provided to the Manager of Mine Kill State Park the 

Ave of The Stars back on the tax rolls pending County Board of Supervisors approval. 

• Advised that the Low-Level Outlets at the Gilboa Reservoir/Dam are not operational but will soon be tested. 

• Thanks to Renee Grabowski and Diane Ericson for helping with County personnel paperwork. 

• Ramada Inn has officially opened in Cobleskill at the site of the old Best Western. Supervisor Airey attended the Press 

Conference.  

 

Privilege of the Floor 

Town Historian Cynthia Young presented a wooden painting of the Blenheim Covered Bridge made of wood by an 

anonymous donor to the town. Cynthis is looking to have the School House open sometime in the summer. I want to host 

a coffee hour for the community members on a Saturday once a month at the Town Hall. Motion was made by Council 

Member Anne Mattice-Strauch; 2nd by Council Member Carolee Russell; so moved, to use the Town Hall for community 

coffee hour. Motion was made by Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch; 2nd by Council Member Carolee Russell; so 

moved. To create a Facebook page for the town with Town Historian Cynthia Young as point of contact and moderator.  

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: Andy Graves 

Started sweeping the roads on Monday.  Will be finished and return the sweeper in the following week. Continuing to haul 

stone. All trucks have been stripped down now of plows and sanders.  I received a phone call on Monday night that we 

needed to discuss interior layout for the new truck in Watertown. Gary & I took a trip to Watertown the next morning and 

was able to complete the task. April is when the new truck will be ready for us. Did an assessment of Welch Road found 

that at 71 trees will need to be cut down and at least 80 need to be trimmed back. Will be talking to a professional to get 

a cost estimate. Welch Road is a flat road and needs ditch work. Will be looking into having an engineer do an assessment. 

Work will continue Roger Jones Road this year. 

 

ASSESSOR REPORT: Deborah Thurber 

Spoke to the assessor and she is very busy.  

BUILDING INSPECTOR-CODE OFFICER REPORT: Brian Caron 

Reviewed 

DOG CONTROL OFFICER REPORT: Joseph Durma 

No report 

CORRESPONDENCE 

CDPHP           SCCA Newsletter            Schoharie County Mini-Grant        Freedom & Glory      

                               

Motion made by Council Member Anne Mattice-Struch; 2nd by Council Member Carolee Russell; so moved to pay the 

bills      General; $ 6760.76                  Highway; $ 6641.42 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Council Member Anne Mattice-Struch; 2nd by Council Member Chester Keyser; 

so moved. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Diane Ericson, Town Clerk 


