Town of Blenheim Town Board Meeting Minutes

The following are the town board meeting minutes for the Town Board meeting held on August 5, 2026, at Blenheim
Town Hall. Meeting commenced at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Supervisor Don Airey Council Member Renee Grabowski
Council Member Chester Keyser Council Member Carolee Russell
Highway Superintendent Andy Graves Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch

Motion was made to approve July Meeting Minutes by Council Member Chester Keyser; 2" by Council Member Carolee

Russell; so moved.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Don Airey

Blenheim Hill Farm Lodge no further information currently.

NYC DEP public opening of the new overlook, for the 100-year Anniversary of Gilboa Dam was held on July 24, 2026,
at 11am. There were around 60 people in attendance.

NYPA annual settlement payment of $213.647.50 for energy production has been received.

Broadband update, many technical issues. More costs have occurred due to the need to bury conduit. County has
issued a project extension date is now June 30, 2027. County awarded an additional $12M to complete the project.
Enterprise Pipeline has completed the Blenheim sites inspections. No problem was found. They recoated the pipeline
and reburied the inspection site. They have 4 more sites to complete in Schoharie County. Enterprise has been in
communication with Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch.

Schoharie County Biosolids Moratorium has had potential violations that have already occurred. Supervisor Don Airey
opened the floor for public comments. Many were opposed to this biosolid’s spreading in our communities and had
strong opinions about this subject.

Motion was made by Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch; 2" by Council Member Carolee Russell; so moved. To
donate the former conference table to the Conesville Town Hall.

During the high-water event last week, NYPA started at 6am calling Supervisor Don Airey every hour for 12 hours with
the updates on the water levels. The lower reservoir at NYPA had been pumped out the night before and there was
also a 14 feet buffer at the Gilboa DEP Reservoir from the top of the flood gate. During this event the camera for the
top of the DEP dam was inoperative. At 4pm the camera came up and then OES could see what was going on. Shout
out to Colleen Flynn and Mike Hartzel for thrie continuing highwater notifications.

Times Journal did a splash about the new proposed improvements to the NYPA Visitors Center and transfer of activities
to Mine Kill Park.

Metal dumpster is on site now, (8/5/26) not sure what happened. DPW is having shortage of personnel and vacations.
Residents are urged to check if the Metal Dumpster is on site before you load up.

Motion was made by Council Member Renee Grabowski; 2™ by Council Member Chester Keyser; so moved. To
retroactively authorize and approve the transfer of the recently received NYPA AGR $213,647 into Highway IntraFi
Reserve account.

New turnovers in the county. Workload has increased with supervisors putting in lots of hours.

Mail carrier notified Supervisor Don Airey that that Roger Jones Road needs repair due to potholes. If repairs were not
done the post office would suspend the mail deliver. An official letter was requested for documentation, and all was
worked out.

Budget Workshop for the 2027 budget is Monday August 24, 2026, at 5pm.



e A resident inquired about purchasing 2 parcels of land from the town. These are FEMA buy-out parcels that were
transferred to the Town. Town will investigate the process that is required and decide the next step.

e Thank you to Historian Cynthia Young for all her work that she is doing for the town including the work at the historic
Schoolhouse.

Privilege of the Floor

Welch Road a continuation with ditching and culverts work. Next year’s we will begin the paving prosses. Working on
getting the bid out for the removal of the trees.

Concerns due to loss of employees in several departments in the county.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: Andy Graves

Was a month of 4 weeks of hair pulling. Mower and John Deer broke down. Freightliner fixed and the original tires were
replaced with new tires with a trade in credit of $3,000 for the original ones. When the Pickup truck plow was being
installed, the side of the truck was scratched. The plow installer has been owned up to it and Wednesday of next week it
is to be fixed. Roger Jones Road was resurfaced with crusher run. School House property has been cleaned up and mulched.
HISTORIAN REPORT: Cynthia Young

The second Saturday of the month from 9am to 10am is Coffee Hour at the town hall. Highway Superintendent Andy Graves
did a great job cleaning up the landscaping at the School House. It looks beautiful! | would like to ask if anyone would like
to plant a plant in memory of someone at the School House and put a stake there in their memories, please coordinate
with Historian Cynthia Young. Dave Allen Has set up a glass blowing business at their home and would like to set up a small
flea market. Been working with Susan Hardwood for information on the Anti-Rent Wars that took place in Blenheim Fink’s
Tavern and Hotel. Next goal is to start placing articles in The Mountain Eagle about Blenheim History.

ASSESSOR REPORT: Deborah Thurber

No Report

BUILDING INSPECTOR-CODE OFFICER REPORT: Brian Caron

No Report

DOG CONTROL OFFICER REPORT: Joseph Durma

Nothing To Report Everything calm and good in Blenheim

CORRESPONDENCE

NYSEG SCCA Newsletter CDPHP  Rural Resources

Motion to pay the bills made by Council Member Chester Keyser; 2" by Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch; so
moved.
General; $11,533.44 Highway; $17976.51

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch; 2" by Council Member Chester Keyser;
so moved.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Diane Ericson, Town Clerk



