These are the Town Board Meeting Minutes held on February 2, 2022 at the Blenheim Town Hall.

Meeting commenced at 6:30 pm with the salute to the flag.

Present: Supervisor Don Airey Councilwoman Renee Grabowski
Councilman Chester Keyser Councilwoman Anne Mattice-Strauch
Highway Superintendent Dave Mattice

Absent: Councilman Joseph Ward

Motion made to approve January 52022 board meeting minutes by Councilman Keyser; 2 by Councilwoman Grabowski; so
moved

Supervisor’s Report — Supervisor Airey

e  FEMA Update — Letter sent to accept FEMA appeal; town to pay back $24,000

e  Kyle’s Waste Management — doing an awesome job! At the Solid Waste Committee- Blenheim got a “good grade” on recycling

e Flood Committee/Gilboa Dam — Supervisor Airey stated that they are working really hard to build a relationship with NYPA
and going really well. Correspondence to DEP with request to lower dam levels all year. Communication has been going better,
but no commitment yet. DEP coordinates with NYPA and progress is happening. DEP to meet with Flood Committee in April.

e Climate Council Scoping — climate scoping has been printed and submitted; awaiting decision, it puts a very heavy burden on
rural areas!

e  NYS RPTL Renewables- Taxation and Finance has finalized cashflow chart for establishing industrial solar and wind projects.
County is going to fight the cost host communities will pay (approx $3M). NYSERDA is stating that the Town of Sharon will
only reap $400K- this is very unfair to host communities. **Also note that DEC will not allow solar panels or wind turbine
blades to go to landfills and there is no plan to recycle either.

e North Road/Creamery Bridge Road — Creamery Road is open for cars only. North Road will be dealt with in spring/summer;

the project has been approved and a line item is in the County budget

Broadband Survey — received link from Shane Nickle at the County. This survey is important to be done, especially by those
that do not have access to broadband. Town Clerk to forward link to those interested.

o  Parking Lot Sealing — Specifications for bid of parking lot sealing at Blenheim Municipal Complex and Hitchcock Building.

Estimated cost is $20k.

e Town Website — Councilwoman Grabowski has received (2) quotes for website; about $600 to get it set up again. She is waiting
to speak to one more vendor and will present to board next month

County Mask Resolution — Mandate was struck down in court and is being appealed by state. This remains an issue; our town
will continue to have live meetings until we can’t. County is not going to enforce masking.

Highway Report — Superintendent Mattice:
e  Busy January

e  Spoke with EMS about shoveling between the bay doors- they have agreed

e Post Office clearing and salting of sidewalk continues to be done by Cal Keyser. Superintendent Mattice supplied more ice melt
e Trucks have been repaired (mostly by Andy and JR) and are ready to go!

e  Superintendent Mattice has requested a lock box for 103 Blenheim Municipal Way. Board agrees. Cost is approximately $110.
Superintendent Mattice to order and install. Thank you, Dave!

Jason Wayman, Superintendent from Broome has offered to pick up and deliver our plow, since he will be traveling to the
vendor location anyway. This saves shipping charges!

Truck tires are still on back order

Superintendent Mattice was able to repair the furnace at the Schoolhouse by replacing a burner motor and transformer. This has
saved the town $4000. Thank you, Dave!

Code Enforcement Officer Report — Brian Caron
January report has been received and can be viewed during Town Clerk’s business hours
e  CEO Caron has issued violations for those that do not have permits; and since the town doesn’t have any zoning laws, the town
may have to consider writing a local law. Town board to further discuss with CEO fee schedule adjustments for those that may
have started/completed a project without a permit.
e  Town will also need to consider setting an Operating Permit Fee regarding wedding venues; suggested fee is $100. Supervisor
Airey has invited CEO Caron to next board meeting to discuss.

Judge’s Report — Ralph Arrandale
e  Resolution #20 - Internal audit of 2021 Justice records- to be completed by Town Board. Board will review at end of board
meeting so all will have a chance to review.
Motion made to adopt Resolution #20, pending review of justice record by Councilman Keyser; 2" by Councilwoman Mattice-
Strauch; so moved.
e After hours arraignments calendar has been set and (7) judges have signed up. State will be paying judges $125/session.
Arraignments will be conducted daily 6:30 am to 8 am and 6:30 pm to 8 pm.




Assessor’s Report — Bob Mann Sr
e Renewal applications for the STAR (Basic, Senior and Enhanced) program have been mailed to qualifying residents.
Application has changed, therefore receiving plenty of calls.

Correspondence (not read at meeting but available during Town Clerk’s business hours):
e Email received from Shane Nickle regarding Broadband Survey and link for those residents that do not internet access

e Letter from National Grid regarding potential change in electric rate for 103 Blenheim Municipal Way _
e Letter from US Department of Commerce Census Bureau stating that reports will need to be submitted yearly
e  The Gathering Place Monthly Newsletter
e  Schoharie County Conservation Association Monthly Newsletter
Other:
o Organization in Gilboa has offered to help Liz Arrandale, town historian, with designing a kiosk for the schoolhouse, if

interested

e Chris Kenyon from Mine Kill State Park stated that the park has been open and busy with winter activities. They have activities
planned for winter break. Ice Skating, Cross-Country Skiing, Snow-shoe — equipment is available, free of charge!

e  CDPHP renewal has been received. Councilwoman Grabowski has stated that rates will be increasing to $80 for individuals and
$160 for employee +1. Councilwoman Grabowski will continue to review and report findings to board next month.

e Supervisor Airey notified the board that FEMA is offering COVID reimbursements, but to qualify, the town must have spent
$3300 or above. It was decided that it would not be cost-effective for the town to apply.

e Board has been reminded that AARPA funding has been received; approximately $18,000 and another $18,000 will be received
this summer. We are required to start reporting any disbursement of this money beginning in April. Supervisor Airey to review
the guidelines again before anything will be spent.

e  Blenheim Municipal Complex — outside doors to main entrance cannot open and some inside doors will not shut tight and lock.
Supervisor Airey to contact Shane Nickle at County (administrator of NY Rising grant)

o Due to inclement weather, Supervisor Airey received a call inquiring to the availability of the new BMC to be used as a shelter.
Although the space is not equipped with MRE’s or cots, of course the building can and should be used as a shelter.

Internal Audit of Justice Books is complete; Town Clerk to submit report to 3 Judicial Court District of results.

Motion made to pay bills $12,401.89 General; $45,623.72 Highway by Councilman Keyser; 27 by Councilwoman Mattice-
Strauch; so moved.

7:45 pm Motion made to adjourn by Councilwoman Grabowski; 2°¢ by Councilman Keyser; so moved —

Minutes respectively submitted by Robin Alley, Town Clerk
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