
 

Town of Blenheim Town Board Meeting Minutes 
 

The following are the town board meeting minutes for the Town Board meeting held on July 1, 2026, at Blenheim Town 

Hall.  Meeting commenced at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Supervisor Don Airey                                                        Council Member Renee Grabowski 

Council Member Chester Keyser-Absent                       Council Member Carolee Russell 

Highway Superintendent Andy Graves                          Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch-Absent  

 

Motion was made to approve June Meeting Minutes by Council Member Carolee Russell; 2nd by Council Member Renee 

Grabowski; so moved. 

 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Don Airey  

 

• Blenheim Hill Farm Lodge foundation work is presumed to be proceeding. 

• NYC DEP public opening of the new overlook, for the 100-year Anniversary of Gilboa Dam will be held on July 24, 2026, 

at 11am. The public can meet at Gilboa Town Hall and will be shuttled to the site and overlook. 

• The Mutual Link camera at the Reservoir has finally been activated, giving Schoharie OES monitoring capabilities of 

the dam.  

• NYPA annual settlement payment of $250,000 and additional AGR $213.647.50 for power production sales, have been 

received. 

• Shout out to the NYPA visitor center for all the donated items to our Town Hall and School House. 

• NYPA ribbon cutting for updating the Visitor Center will take place July 14,2026. 

• On June 19, 2026, Kevin Murphy presented to the Board of Supervisors all the final documents which will enable the 

EWP Streambank program to be closed out. Thank you, Kevin Murphy, for all your work. A total of $6,740,503 was 

recovered in a forensic grant recovery as well as settlements reached with contractors. 

• County Broadband initiative still proving to be a challenge.  County is seeking additional funding to cover expenses of 

the project.  County also seeking a time extension.  

• Veterans Memorial Park and Bridge look great. Thank you to John Molnar, Phyllis Olsen, Gail Shaffer, Cynthia Young 

and Ellen Adam for all your work. 

• Thank you, Highway Superintendent Andy Graves, for the work you have done on improving the grounds at the 

Hitchcock Building. 

• Motion to wax Town Hall floors for $1500 and Highway bathroom and office for $400 was made by Council Member 

Carolee Russell; 2nd by Council Member Renee Grabowski; so moved. 

• Motion made for Resolution #25 Retention Schedule made by Supervisor Don Airey; 2nd Council Member Carolee 

Russell; so moved with roll call. 

• Don has been working with Sandy Manko, Sharon Supervisor, on the newest PILOT agreement for Solar Vista, the latest 

solar project in Sharon.  The latest negotiations will hopefully yield more compensation than the State’s tax formula 

for Renewable Energy Projects. Recent news in the form of a joint letter from the USDA and the EPA from the Federal 

Level to Governor Hochul might also enhance the outcome. 

• Town resident called concerned about the inspection of the Enterprise pipeline. This is done every 5 years for 

inspections and maintenance.  Five sites have been identified for further inspections.  One area in Blenheim is slated 

for maintenance follow up. 

• Blenheim Clerk, Diane Ericson, has been elected President of the Town Clerk’s Association.  Group shares knowledge 

and information with the other Town Clerk’s. 

 



Privilege of the Floor 

 

It was questioned what was happening on the hillside of Burnt Hills Road as large clear cut is now visible from Town Hall.  

Someone stated that a landowner on Silver Mine Road was doing the clear cutting. 

 

North Blenheim Cemetery Association held its annual meeting.  Gail Shafer attended and advised that the association was 

started in 1927, making next year its 100th anniversary.  Marie Craft left an endowment to establish the Association. 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: Andy Graves 

Vacation time for the next 2 weeks for crew. Hitchcock bank has all been cleaned up and landscaped. Freightliner taken to 

Tracey for some warranty work. 

 

HISTORIAN REPORT: Cynthia Young 

No Report 

The Second “Blenheim Coffee Hour” was held and well attended.  The future Coffee Hour will be established at a standard 

day of the month. 

 

ASSESSOR REPORT: Deborah Thurber  

Submitted and read 

 

BUILDING INSPECTOR-CODE OFFICER REPORT: Brian Caron 

Submitted and read 

 

DOG CONTROL OFFICER REPORT: Joseph Durma 

No report 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

National grid           SCCA Newsletter        Ortho Med Spa Inc.      

                               

Motion made by Council Member Carolee Russell; 2nd by Council Member Renee Grabowski; so moved to pay the bills       

General; $10,687.97            Highway; $8181.19 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Council Member Carolee Russell; 2nd by Council Member Renee Grabowski; so 

moved. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Diane Ericson, Town Clerk 


