
 

Town of Blenheim Town Board Meeting Minutes 
 

The following are the town board meeting minutes for the Town Board meeting held on June 3, 2026, at Blenheim Town 

Hall.  Meeting commenced at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Supervisor Don Airey                                                        Council Member Renee Grabowski 

Council Member Chester Keyser                                    Council Member Carolee Russell 

Highway Superintendent Andy Graves                          Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch  

 

Motion was made to approve May Meeting Minutes by Council Member Chester Keyser; 2nd by Council Member Carolee 

Russell; so moved. 

 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Don Airey  

 

• Blenheim Hill Farm Lodge a phased permit has been issued for the foundation work to proceed. 

• Depot Lane, Old County Jail (PSF) CSD Supportive Housing Project is a proposed 60-unit low-income / supportive 

housing project in Schoharie Village. At this point material is being presented to the Schoharie Village Planning Board 

and the developer is receiving comments and recommendations from them. 

• Constitution Pipeline update, the project continues to receive 300 to 400 email comments regarding this project. About 

10% are in favor. Native American Tribes from as far away as Oklahoma has also responded with their concerns.  The 

Schoharie County Planning Department has filed comments on behalf of the county in response to the FERC Scoping 

Document for comments. 

• Recognizing his retirement, many thanks to Shane Nichols for the great job he has done for Blenheim and Schoharie 

County over the years. 

• The new Chevy pickup is here. 

• Supervisor Don Airey could not attend this year’s EAP update meeting of the NYPA. 

• NYC DEP held a soft opening of the new overlook, on the 100-year Anniversary of Gilboa Dam. Many DEP personnel 

from New York City and Several County Supervisor were in attendance. The host community Supervisor was not 

recognized by the DEP.   Hopefully, DEP plans on holding another event for the general public.  

• NYPA annual settlement payment should be coming next week. 

• Council Member Renee Grabowski has taken the Eagle View Assessor training which is a very dynamic program that 

will enable the Assessors to handle some of the tasks that typically are handled by site visits.  

• At a recent County Board of Supervisors meeting, it was mentioned that there might be consideration of a possible 

‘County Wide’ Assessor group as well as ‘County Wide’ building code inspectors.  

• Board of Assessment Review Maryanne McGovern gave an update of Grievance Day. We had 4 landowners grieve their 

taxes and Assessor Deborah Thurber was able to come to an agreement; with only 1 owner denied. 

• Will plan on taking a photo with the new trucks next month.  

• On June 19, 2026, Kevin Murphy will present to the Board of Supervisors all the final documents which will have the 

EWP Streambank program to be closed out. Project was started after the damage from Hurricane Irene occurred and 

was handled by the County Administrator.  When he resigned, on August 7, 2022, Don took on the process to try to 

close out the project, settle outstanding monetary issues with the contractors and work to get final reimbursements. 

• Broadband Project cost is up due to Verizon & Nat Grid delaying the pole agreements, thus the need for more buried 

cables. We must complete the project for the whole county by 12-31-2026.  Project continues to be very costly, 

exceeding estimated final costs for the county.  County looking at other options for funding sources.          

• New American Flags are up. Thanks to Superintendent Andrew Graves and crew. 

• Superintendent Andrew Graves would like to install a flagpole in front of the Town Hall. 



• Received a check of $1,156.00 as a safety award from NYS Municipal Workers Comp Alliance. 

• Supervisor Airey suggested that we need to start to consider and discuss land use regulations and subdivision size. 

 

Privilege of the Floor 

Sending a retirement card, signed by the board to Shane Nickles. We could not have built our new town hall without 

Shane’s help and input.  He was also instrumental in steering the committee on the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: Andy Graves 

Flags are up and we continue to do the mowing. Doing excavation work on Welch Road about ¾ mile down on one side. 

This shows signs of the road starting to dry out. We are now waiting for more culverts to come in. This work will take up 

most of the summer.  

HISTORIAN REPORT: Cynthia Young 

Coffee Hour 9am to10am on June 13. Working on replacing old town signs. Looking forward to getting input at the town’s 

coffee hour. Many requests for having a picture of the bridge on the sign. Suggestion for trimming back the trees in the 

intersection of Rt 30 and Creamery Road enables you to see the waterfall better. 

ASSESSOR REPORT: Deborah Thurber  

No Report 

BUILDING INSPECTOR-CODE OFFICER REPORT: Brian Caron 

Submitted and read 

DOG CONTROL OFFICER REPORT: Joseph Durma 

No report 

CORRESPONDENCE 

National grid           SCCA Newsletter        NYS Dept. of Transportation        Cornell University     Blenheim Coffee Hour      

                               

Motion made by Council Member Anne Mattice-Struch; 2nd by Council Member Carolee Russell; so moved to pay the 

bills       

General; $14,804.31            Highway; $63,885.78   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Council Member Anne Mattice-Struch; 2nd by Council Member Carolee Russell; 

so moved. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Diane Ericson, Town Clerk 


