Town of Blenheim Town Board Meeting Minutes

The following are the town board meeting minutes for the Town Board meeting held on May 6, 2026, at Blenheim Town
Hall. Meeting commenced at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Supervisor Don Airey Council Member Renee Grabowski
Council Member Chester Keyser Council Member Carolee Russell
Highway Superintendent Andy Graves Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch

Motion was made to approve April Meeting Minutes by Council Member Chester Keyser; 2" by Council Member Carolee
Russell; so moved.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: Don Airey

Depot Lane, Old County Jail (PSF) CSD Supportive Housing Project is 60-unit building in Schoharie Village. A contract
has been signed with the County by CSD. Application to build was given to the Village of Schoharie, and County should
hear the outcome in the coming months from the Schoharie Village Planning Board.

Constitution Pipeline update, the Schoharie County Planning Department has filed a response to the FERC Scoping
Documents. This is a very well-constructed document. There have been 300 to 400 email comments coming in
regarding this project. Schoharie County is an Intervener that may apply to all towns in the County.

NYC DEP, County OES, Homeland Defense have updated the request for a live video feed camera for the Gilboa dam
for 24/7, 365 live video feed will be installed via Mutual Link. Board of Supervisor will be briefed on this at the May 15,
2026, Board Meeting.

Supervisors along with the County Hydro Resource Committee are pursuing replacement of the Flood Warning System
along Route 30. The original system specs have been located and will be forwarded to DEP for their consideration on
replacement/upgrade.

Richard Mix of Fulton is requesting not to remove the crest gates.

Welch Road has 84 + trees for removal. Motion was made by Council Member Chester Keyser; 2" by Council Member
Anne Mattice-Strauch; so moved, to issue a bid for the work with the specs for tree removal on Welch Road.

Cole Hollow home site was removed without a demolition permit. Also, Andy Graves came upon a pile of material in
the middle of the road at the same address, and a culvert had been crushed. Material was removed from the road by
the Blenheim DPW and communications will proceed with the property-owner for the fines and cost of replacing the
culvert.

Quote was presented to purchase new American Flags at the cost 1,316.48 for all the flag locations in Town. Motion
was made by Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch; 2" by Council Member Renee Grabowski; so moved, to purchase
the flags.

Received a letter from Judge Ralph Arrandale requesting the Town of Blenheim to dismiss Case No. 18120002, Jay
Nikolaus Code Violation. Motion was made by Council Member Chester Keyser; 2" by Council Member Carolee Russell;
so moved to dismiss Jay Nikolaus / Code Violation Case.

A quote for painting of the interior of the Hitchcock Building was provided by Lenny’s Paining. Quote was $5,840 for
the Post Office section and $8,980 for the EMS portion. The board will include this in next year’s budget.

Supervisor Don Airey plans on attending the SPARC meeting on May 7,2026 at Cobleskill-Richmondville High School.
Motion was made by Council Member Chester Keyser; 2" by Council Member Carolee Russell; so moved, allow
authorization Supervisor Don Airey to engage with special council of Whiteman Osterman & Hanna concerning any
legal guidance and consultation needs regarding the Blenheim Hill Farm Hotel. This is necessary because the town
doesn’t have a planning board and needs to protect the Town’s interests regarding this project.




Privilege of the Floor

Blenheim Hill Farms, owner Morten Sohlberg and Doug Van Deusen from Lamont Engineers presented the board with a
set of plans for the Blenheim Hill Farm Hotel. This will be a 28 room 2 story building. Morten Sohlberg stated that it is their
10' year anniversary and 400 to 500 couple weddings that have been performed. Each year there is employment of 40
to 60 people that is needed for the venue. Lamont Engineers stated that they have submitted all permits that are required.
Building Inspector-Code Officer Brain Caron has been reviewing this project. During the construction the flow of traffic of
construction vehicles will be utilized on Blenheim Hill Road. The guests will be using Ethel Wood Road. When project is
completed all the flow of traffic will enter and exit via Blenheim Hill Road.

Request for Superintend Andy Graves to install signage on Ethel Wood Road to encourage slower speed.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: Andy Graves
2026 Freightliner AWD 10-wheel dump/plow truck is here! Delivery was on Tuesday and registration was completed on
Wednesday. Hoover Trucking has been very accommaodating to our needs of completing paperwork for registration.

Spent 8 hours with Pridemark on Welch Road marking trees and planning the opening of the canopy. Looking into having
the tree work covered under CHIPS. Also 2 culverts need to be lowered and will start to install many new culverts. Received
quotes to replace 2021 pickup due to electrical and rust issues. New 2026 Chev Silverado standard box full crew cab with
plow. This will be purchased under State Contract.

Denoyer Chevrolet, with a $30,000 trade in will be $54,560.50, will accept voucher and Net 30 days for vehicle.

Mangino Chevrolet, with a $32,000 trade will be $54,560.50, but will not accept Net 30 days and voucher for vehicle.
Motion made by Council Member Renee Grabowski; 2" Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch; to purchase 2026 Chev
Silverado standard box full crew cab with plow. Discussion followed. Council Member Anne Mattice-Strauch withdrawn
Motion. New Motion by Council Member Renee Grabowski; 2™ by Council Member Carolee Russell; so moved, to allow
purchase 2026 Chev Silverado with per authorization to and voucher with authorized Highway Superintendent Andy Graves
to negotiate for voucher or cash payment.

ASSESSOR REPORT: Deborah Thurber

Submitted

BUILDING INSPECTOR-CODE OFFICER REPORT: Brian Caron

Submitted

DOG CONTROL OFFICER REPORT: Joseph Durma

No report

CORRESPONDENCE

SPARC SCCA Newsletter Schoharie County Treasurer Mohawk Valley Economic  Albany Symphony

Motion made by Council Member Chester Keyser; 2" by Council Member Carolee Russell; so moved to pay the bills
General; $12,895.39 Highway; $375,186.33

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Council Member Anne Mattice-Struch; 2" by Council Member Carolee Russell;
so moved.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Diane Ericson, Town Clerk



